Chapter 15 Overview
I. Decline in China
A. In 1800 after an era of peace and prosperity, the Qing dynasty of the Manchus was at height of its power
	1. 100 years later they were weakening: constantly harassed by Western powers
		a. External pressure was applied to Chinese society by west
b. Internal changes also played role in decline; peasant unrest, corruption, incompetence, massive population growth
		2. Opium War
			a. In 1800 West had been trading with China for 200 years
				1) Restricted to a small trading outlet though: Guangzhou
				2) British unhappy with agreement
			b. British had imbalance of trade with China; more imports than exports
				1) British had to pay with mass amounts of silver
2) Tried to negotiate better terms but failed, so they turned to opium trade
3) Opium was grown in northern India under sponsorship of BEIC
	Became very popular in China, addictive
· Silver was flowing into BEIC officials pockets for this
c. British were not first to import opium to China, and Chinese outlawed it
	1) British refused to halt their opium activity
	2) Lead to Chinese blockade of Guangzhou
d. British responded with force; Chinese were no match
1) British raided coasts, and sailed up Yangtze River causing Qing to make peace
e. Treat of Nanjing in 1842: Chinese agreed to open 5 coastal ports to British trade, limit taxes on British goods, and pay for cost of war
	1) Chinese also granted Britain island of Hong Kong
	2) No mention of opium trade
	3) Lead to western influence on China
		3. Tai Ping Rebellion (1850-1864)
a. Failure of Chinese government to deal with internal economic problems led to a peasant revolt
b. Hong Xiuquan, a Christian convert, saw himself as brother to Jesus
	1) Convinced that God had tasked him with taking down Qing
2) Joined by a crowd of peasant captured town of Yongan and proclaimed new dynasty: Tai Ping Tianguo
			c. Attracted followers because of reforms for peasants and women
			d. March 1853 rebels seized Nanjing and massacred 2500 people
				1) Rebellion continued for 10 more years
				2) Started to fail when west aided Qing
[bookmark: _GoBack]			e. Was one of the worst civil wars in history; about 20 million died
		4. Spheres of influence
			a. In later half of 19th century China felt pressure for many foreigners
b. Britain, France, Germany, Russia and Japan all established spheres of influence in China
		5. Open Door Policy
a. Britain and US feared if China should fall other countries would overrun it
b. 1899 John Hay, US Secretary of State, proposed equal access to the Chinese market
1) This became Open Door Policy, and technically did not end spheres of influence
		6. Boxer Rebellion
a. Secret organization called Harmonious Fists, or Boxers, who were upset with foreign takeover
b. Slaughtered missionaries, Chinese Christians, and foreign envoys
	1) Were easily stopped by foreign army (multiple nations)
	2) Made China weaker than ever
Modernization in Japan
Japan followed the model of Western powers by industrializing and expanding its foreign influence. 
Japan Ends Its Isolation
· Japan had little contact with the industrialized world during its isolation.
· Japan did trade with the Dutch from Indonesia, and the Chinese.
· Japan had diplomatic ties with Korea.
Demand for Foreign Trade
· Early 1800s—Westerners try to convince the Japanese to open ports for trade.
· Japan repeatedly refused.
· 1853—Commodore Matthew Perry takes four ships to Tokyo harbor.
· The Tokugaowa shogun decides he has no choice but to receive Perry and the letter he carries from the President of the United States, Millard Fillmore.
· Letter requests free trade between Japan and United States.
· Perry returned with a larger, more threatening fleet the following year.
· Japan signed the Treaty of Kanagawa which opened two ports to U.S. ships and granted American citizens extraterritorial rights.
Meiji Reform and Modernization
· Japanese were angered that the Shogun gave in to American demands so easily.
· The turned to the figurehead emperor Mutsuhito.
· Shogun stepped down in 1867 and the emperor took control of the government.
· He called his reign “Meiji” or “enlightened rule.”
· The reign lasted 45 years and is called the “Meiji Period.”
Meiji Era
· The Meiji emperor realized the best way to counter Western influence was to modernize.
· The Japanese chose the best of Western ways and adapted them to their own country.
· Patterned Germany’s strong central government and used its constitution as a model.
· Used German army as a model for their army
· Used British navy as a model for their navy
· Used American system of universal education for their schools.
Meiji Era
· Japanese followed the Western path of industrialization.
· By the early 20th century the economy was as modern as any in the world.
· Japan’s first railroad built in 1872
· Coal production grew
· State supported companies built thousands of factories.
Imperial Japan
· By 1890 Japan as several dozen warships and 500,000 well trained soldiers.
· Once Japan had this strength it eliminated extraterritorial rights for foreigners.
· This was done with the promise that foreigners would by treated fairly by Japan’s modern legal code.
Japan Attacks China:
First Sino-Japanese War (1894-95)
· 1876-Japan forces Korea to open three ports to Japanese trade.
· 1885-Japan and China sign a hands-off agreement to prevent military invasion of Korea.
· 1894-China breaks the agreement by helping the Korean king put down a rebellion.
The First Sino-Japanese War (1894-95) lasts only a few months, but Japan gains a foothold in Manchuria.
Russo-Japanese War
· The victory against China changes the balance of power in the region.
· Russia and Japan soon go to war over Manchuria.
· 1903—Japan offers to recognize Russia’s rights in Manchuria as long as Russia stays out of Korea.
· Russia refuses this agreement.
· February 1904—Japan launches a surprise attack on Russian ships anchored off the coast of Manchuria
· The resulting Russo-Japanese War drives Russian troops out of Korea, and Japan captures most of Russia’s pacific fleet.
1905—Japan and Russia begin peace negotiations with the mediation of U.S. President Theodore Roosevelt.
	- The Treaty of Portsmouth is signed. Japan keeps all captured territory.
- Russia loses!
A Japanese propaganda of the war: woodcut print showing Tsar Nicholas II waking from a nightmare of the battered and wounded Russian forces returning from battle. Artist Kobayashi Kiyochika, 1904 or 1905
Japanese Occupation of Korea
- After defeating Russia, Japan attacked Korea with a vengeance.
- 1905—Korea made a protectorate of Japan.
- 1907--Korean king gave up control of the country, and the Korean Army disbanded within two years.
- 1910—Japan officially imposed annexation on Korea.
Korea Under Japanese Rule
· Japanese were harsh rulers.
· Korean newspapers were shut down.
· Study of Korean culture and language was replaced with Japanese subjects.
· Land was taken from Korean farmers.
· Brought Japanese businesses to Korea but forbid Korean businesses.
· Korean nationalist movement resulted from this harsh rule.
China and Japan Confront the West: A Comparison

